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had entrapped Artavasdes, King of the Armenians, then
loaded him with fetters; and ended hy putting him to
death. His son, Artaxias, whose affection for his father
made him our mortal foe, found a shield for himself and
his kingdom in the power of the Arsacidse. He was
assassinated by his kinsmen \ and Tigranes, being ap-
pointed to Armenia by Csesar, was, under the escort of
Tiberius Nero, put in possession of his sovereignty.
Tigranes, however, did not reign long, nor did his
children, though they observed the barbarous custom of
intermarriage and joint sovereignty.

" By order of Augustus, Artavasdes was next raised to
the throne, but was deposed; and not without disastrous
consequences to us. This caused the appointment of
Caius Csesar, to adjust the affairs of Armenia, and he set
up Ariobarzanes, by birth a Mede, whose extreme per-
sonal beauty and brilliant ability made the appointment a
most popular one with the Armenians. When he had
been accidentally killed, they refused to submit to his
children; and, after trying the experiment of a female
sovereign, named Erato, whom they soon deposed, being
irresolute, disorganized, and in a state of anarchy rather
than freedom, they placed the wanderer, Vonones, on the
throne."

I make so long an extract from Tacitus because his
account is clear and doubtless in the main correct. Dion
Oassius tells the same story up to a certain point. He
too relates that Antonius entrapped and put to death
Artavasdes L, the son and successor of Tigranes; that
the throne was at once seized by his son, Artaxias (whom
in one place3 Dion seems to call Artavasdes also), and held
by means of succour from Parthia, This prince, as Dion

3 Dion Oassius, lib. liv. c. 9,